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COMPOSITION

Fly Away Peter: Scene Four, ‘The War’

Elliott Gyger

In the crucial fourth scene of my opera Fly Away Peter, premiered in 2015, the protagonist, Jim
Saddler, finds himself in the trenches in France during World War I. Working with the librettist
Pierce Wilcox, we decided to structure this scene as a series of disconnected vignettes: brief but
intense images of horror and violence, as perceived through Jim's eyes. The excerpt shows the
first three of ten such vignettes. The vignettes are framed by statements of a refrain, composed
for all three voices accompanied by the full ensemble (bars 1-3, 23-7, 48-52 and 65-7). The text
in the refrain fragments and re-orders the phrase ‘it will go on for ever’—never heard in its
entirety—while the music for each refrain is based on re-articulations of the notes of a large
chord, with winds and strings following different rhythmic cycles counted in semiquavers:

Bars 1-3: winds 3+2 / strings 3+4

Bars 23-7: winds 2+3+2 / strings 3+4+3

Bars 48-52: winds 2+2+3+2 / strings 3+3+4+3
Bars 65-7: winds 2+2+3+2+3 / strings 3+3+4+3+4

These cycles progressively lengthen to the middle of the scene and then contract; the
partition of the ensemble also begins to shift. The rhythmic patterns are partially obscured by
the fact that some notes are sustained, and the vocal parts select attack points freely from the
two layers. Each syllable is articulated by two of the three voices, creating a strange hybrid
of homophony and polyphony. The overall intended effect of the refrains is to suggest a vast,
impersonal but disordered machine.

The vignettes themselves are focused on intensity of colour. The first vignette (bars 5-22)
concerns the ubiquitous rats, whose scurrying is suggested by percussion played with wire
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brushes and sul ponticello strings. In contrast, the clarinet recalls birds, which are central to
Jim’s sense of identity.

The second vignette (bars 28-47) depicts Jim's horrified reaction to experiencing a corpse
falling out of the wall of his trench, illustrated with glissandi and a focus on murky, low-register
colours (trombone, bassoon, double bass). This is interrupted by the first of three tiny ‘arias’
for the mezzo-soprano (bars 33-41), whose role throughout the scene is one of disembodied
commentary. These passages are the only places in the scene that use the vibraphone for flashes
of jagged, strident brilliance.

The third vignette shows the fate of Stan Mackay, one of Jim's fellow soldiers, whose head
is shot off by a sniper. Each of the minor soldier characters played by the tenor is introduced
in Scene 3, and each is associated with a particular harmony and a few melodic fragments that
recur at each of their subsequent appearances or mentions of their name. These simple ideas
serve as fleeting moments of familiarity within the nightmare landscape of the War.
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11 1\ 11 = 11
551
= NN
I~ e I~ i~ e I~ I~ i~ I~ (9fal
fat - J
£
o
5 S o7 197 By 19 19 = F ]
|| Pl H 2| i
Tang [in oa, N (YN N e g ||y | AN
L LU adll / / <
Nalp 5 As 5 I NS g s 53
! I9faf £
. . s
o AL ASA
g B3 n
| o ESS £
5 AN Y Aell gl e ke M
h
[Oar [91St S[aT (9fal
IWE N B A Ay
o o 551 B £ AMAE AR
. o By T
™ [1aNg A AR Wl S || o3t o3t
mnn _,nn AT L
>’.\MV
¥
551 e A NS
. | o] i i
AN | E AR E | AN 55! o
fafaf lafat faraf araf Ag ul 1
iy Al s
Y S ka3
faraf ot (9fa [9fa
o | . - 115
RAZE ﬂ>uw1 < M A& 4/>uH m & umﬂ
e 6l AN A rﬁ
A
A i S
ami
e A
o 55t [ AP-} Afvl
I )
A N AN AN
2 223 i
0 i 551 & £ ES
2
- 1] L L
I g aatls Trmvsasl s s (i s
D . = ] ka3
= 1)
m z| o 1 n K Savsl Saesl Kol avel Ryl Ryl
Q 2| o e -~ N[ A <N P, < A,
= o0 N N N H ™ N
n = E\b N q \ N 9 fa \ % nddi [ hY % (
% & =3z 3 g 2 5 B E =
g Ef © °© & & = 5 e 8

z = i
2 =
Al 8 T || e
M g ™ e
Z 5 KN
(ofar £ Fla— 9
;= |
N ~ N ?j.f N
Tl ([ RE] ~
3 o3t 5| ot
2 gs
2 g2
el s 53
o = T @
il
] &
[Oar ~ ~y
T \\\\\ T HI@UB
o 5 Ri ]
R '
(o1
< .
ANCHE || 8 W O
IS
A 2 i
¥ At InE
g »
I8
= "
Y11 ) LY I
i % il i
[
ofat -~ Jﬁ [9faf
™
™
= (
w5 fat =o
E I ERCTITEN
o N
g N
AR e
“all =
Es
3
b | |
i &
—‘ . M
e &
UL =
o[ ol I~y I~y
T MM » P
2
] N
5 N 1o
4
H
N L
o | ¥ 1Al
G | R
3 - i
NS
m\,unn 4— = 2.8
ES] m o
: [l
|l N &
&l aQ
- ™ ™
o NP N N
== 5 s g e}
=B [9) g
2 © R



Gyger

3 3
— e

Context 41 (2016)

p like a distant memory

IMOGEN

70

g , |
>umm\u m >u¢H.r? ] - .\M
L g nll o]
A g
il Ml Hl! I
3 e TIAL
& RN o N = il
for 1. JH M =
e = Vo \Mnﬁwr o1
L L P - ]
N B - & ° LI
N S | - d
, &l I
A ™ i VU oaslll s il °
I > N
il LIt = N
E A o . [y}
/@ 5.} 5| s N
\ ] > ® \ N
—#ld H Ll g \ LY
- 1™ far =
=5 M ol s
forat m g " [T \ MM MM
. s J
L
9 nik,
A ZANIbAR, .
s 3 i
T 2 *
h > | 3 N 7
fat N ) ot A =
e ‘ A 2 :
3 2
Yo 2 . il
m. eam | I
(| ]
. o D |
sl g . * sl W i
» M @y = #ﬁwl |
| s, UL~ A
& &
o ) W ﬁ 8 | Ww ot 2 || i . AF
1L ) i a8
- b Al I, v 5 M
=/ |7 g e N e &
£ B3 i v il L Y
c iyl
W [c2 - uﬂ ~\w\wd M ot
™l il e '
o zﬁ T £
n i i 4 I M
N = N P N NP e N
” . ~ s g = 7 =i 3 g S
= EE @ © 5 > a 4 £i ® S 5 £

IMOGEN



71

N
P

Y
T
T
T
T
Iy
P
i

.
A

e
#=
i
Y
I

—
5t
4=

rid

=

mf’ bewildered

mp horrified
=
S [~ @<
2
ie—5e
=1
i i
»
r
}
T
-

>

>

Composition: Fly Away Peter

: y (
< e -
iiille " BoA A A&
S Wom om i B T s
5 a4 T B3
fora ot
ol T T8 (A
|| o2 . Ul
i A-\wv A 8| ) o A 1NE| o A
) N AS ASLL 5 AL A
g ) | B.g N N B.8
g » [ [ S o
»
2 » HH A W
£ SEIE Bk 3 Con Al X T A ™ wwri AL
i N HHH HHH HH
.m MIARRTMLIESN 55t o ’ m kil
<
N Tl BN [T\ 5 A 5 "IN ASLL €
N W2 Ay A B - |
i | il [ T . o _ 3 sy ]
[» N s Al B T AL AdLY a3 5
23 A 1 o e a %5
Ly it N A%
LA LY ASLES o B
§ i M 1 vl | ol e Ty s ! ol
AR LLITT L] LU [ \ L i
L 19 e \?.ﬁuy A uW\ r
o & ZAHMER R e 5 AN i Aol
i) Al & AN 8 LY
m <
. 3 ﬁ aat fat atat ot
W 3 o f~ o A
¥
AL et i
W ata &3 Q
H = = Pl d ]
] o Bik) ]RE N 5 AN #/ \twL N As
N = ﬁanu‘ﬁp s e \ o
% |7 B A A
3 3 pe .
R Af Amw\y n N A hﬁ\y i
>uw\ Ay 3" o
B R H kb J . G
_ A R A & AN R R | AfES| | Ay
~ ol & o5 e sl 55! [fien 85| 8s
x| NE il << h,% NP NG (N NEre N ﬂxnﬂd =N LS aon..nmwd A\
\ Y A = \ h ~ ~ N ( \ A L N
=2 . = < S = = % = =2 @ = 2 = s S = -
& ® ¢ & 5 > a = g © & & £ 5 > a




Gyger

Context 41 (2016)

72

e 11
S £ /
|{eh w [
& N e
R i -w
Sl = |
(o Wl \\46 T
o e /
= RNA.' NN\.‘
>
SHEE| = .
Sl ) N
"ol s m il
-5 _—
Rl
- £ | \
sl Ol
5} .
551 e y W
Jiy
™y
a o LN e o
Ty
ik
N
By
i
mm}o
H s
34 ‘\w, N
L k B
MR T [ AT
o
Xm E
=
51
Aol IW
2
=]
~allz
(9[a
i AR TG TS W SHIN
Au .m i ot Ry ot
o &
2
L =N
g
(9[ar
2
,‘nl~ E
Rk i
fex) & ex) N nxﬁv N
\ N iy q \ (
EE ® ¢ 3 & > a

B
3 B o
i
I :
R il |
sty 2 [
i o S i AW
L rYll ™. fat fat lat
‘; L i e L
folar o7 o bthHYﬁ
™ K] ™
E\x& m o1 Ew\d o1
2 e
e ML |H ke
e Bl nwtﬂw w\éw \hvw\ e ~
o g 54\ A - —J .
=l
- n TR e A ol ety &
. . i
e X N & s\ \ . .
\ ldr HH A ¢ N N
o 11 ./) i D, BRI i
g 3
S % Sl s e Emts
I A R S TR ’
[*l| A 3
Al i
2l s M
o EARE ; Hh
EREEa
[9fat \n-!y H
JEEH
3 [ |
| 5 i
=
L - o G mm
g oo n NE NG N NG
o &N 4 1 ,xnrwd r N® \LLTT ° oD (
¢ E: c g 8 &8 g 2



73

Composition: Fly Away Peter

M (]
L\wurw
.
™ .M.;w o
ISt .
xmu = Y.
T = sl
: il 1R [ M
il i
NN
\w | o T ' \H‘m”
i [ I
Ik Al
i i e L {
!
,ﬂ e 5
A R
- n
-
(13 2 -
r» N ™, TR
L 1 L L
; N
IM\
%ﬂ e
d 1IN
»w
/= nnomw ’ I
2 S el E
Flme
(9] ~ ~ \\4.9,,,,/ \\AW?.
Y
mm ]w e W fo A
ﬁé 2
il no b
N NP, NP, ™ B
g s i & £ i @

I 1T
5 Y
2 e
ot e &
i :
xm‘ =
SR
ot - ~ \\HV Ahvw\ BIL
8 LFYW b
. a < :
el 5§ TN
- = R
(o \\\V (@ 1~
o LU LU SN
L
K (I
Al z
p—w \hPHY - \\\", p \\ﬁ W
i i)
"
|| L ad
; R I
1R g
_ -l <
B [
o MR
™ /
VHE [ e e m
ol E Pam ' =
3hw1 5 H.W ey
o« ) 4 ) 8
o oe
(o
M 2
|2
i I T
|- LLL il 17|
r‘gl
ik
. =
|| W
S}
0 \‘Wv 2]
N nﬁ% np/. N ™
22 ® 8z & 5 £



Gyger

Context 41 (2016)

74

11 R
([l =
S £
E: g
mr._ =
o =
g \ H
Y ~ s ~y H-1\ wlwﬁv Ny Y Y
2l ™ s
o S} o o (9 (9
o o o AR TTT8A N A ASR AR Al NI
L L] = o
IaNY N AN o o o forat atat i3
i TN THAH
AN A rj
s Ee . AN AL
AN ARy Lo ~ (o5 —
9! 9! AF}L A-w
] Ay N[A
A ML Al |81 b ot
ol Tofat g
ol TN ,mlw AR m Al hm\“ A Atvw TTTTe
= H = Wil ot AL A
= S [ A b i
e a u _ i a”_
e 1 MNA AN el A A
A lat e (S/a (991
A g AN AN
A ol k. whvw\ S S A nNE \.nri 5] 3t
A S T & ARy ASR
o o SR R A A ASLH
>Pﬁwr \%r\v' I9raf ~ I9raf u
nL b | ol oraf oL
[N E s ANy Alls A
Ofar 9 jar A TTT®A
| LI Al
RIS whd T (R A A.r.
o v o A ™A
AR (T3 b ot
(9fal _.‘ o .
A R AM R T &[T A [ & TR
N LEH
B B ] 8 K
ik ity B |d
N iy Hn -
A\ R I
HLS| Wi e -1
\‘u‘., iz
e 3B
~ s N N o3t
nlﬁd ﬁl% nlﬁd ﬁl&d N N =
\ i \ nddif \ ° (
2] & =z . g g < 5 < o
= = n.-m @ © A = = > a

11 11 1\ 11 11 A
| 2 \-J.iw s
nil )

L] M T

( R

e 8 al L rml ™
rxu o e o5t

g | ] {

Spiv| 2 [

] S T

o

s {

£ 1l

°
T z il M |
W ot & il i nuu.?/ \v-
a Pan| I ;ww
: 2 : ru AR
UL 3
my
AT &
HAL &
X o o o
N 2
5= et
o5t | ||
» B
Ez z
. 3= ) L) I wuuﬁ fof
A % E‘“#\
i)
I i il
" I8 ). 4
Al B “y
My 2

2 | b N fo e i

S +¥]

3 (|

S i 2 o
N o

& IS 5

r4 a1

= &

o | .Av T, S| e &

9
T
N y | e
5
el 2
g
2 all
L EE | =)
S
.
N Qi S
= = g £ B} g o
53 ES e 8 > a

mf



75

JS urgent
> >
Sni - per!

]
]
]
1
3 3
-
# 7 ——
. fo—F
e —— —r
I can-not re-mem-ber his
< Cl
< S
R
g’
]
]
|
|
]
]
|
]
-
i - em—
i - ]
— tr -
— 1% |
a face
S a—
—
o
V4
»
—
o—F
=
—x
;‘t
pP—]
fe
Hf
o
7
P

3 3
L 3
T i
e o o
e e —_
_
I can-not re - mem-ber it
T
I
S
— s S —
h—r —;
)
R4
»r
)
&
i
i < —
i <f i ®
| b f
spoke to with - out
T
i
s F T
s N3
i L ——
- I
d
i
I T
i i
I
i

‘
.
I
3

K4

-

7
gone
e

A man

P shocked
‘; b
—

His face is

i
>
not—

SD snares off

1o
18

arco h% .
prprp

man should

(rim shot)
(on rim)

»A |

K
be
i

b
N
o
fe
.
e
A

—

=

=
pprp

pizz.
s

pizz.
s

AT

pa-ra-pet—
y3
7S
K
! C
r
= O
i
o
t
=
|
s
— e/ A
L=
= £
face
f
=n
s
R

Composition: Fly Away Peter

)
5
i
i
Ly
i
31
7
3y
7
Ly
E

STAN
(T)
JIM
(Bar.)
&
Cl
Bsn
Tpt.
Perc
Vn
DB.
JIM
(Bar)
Cl
Bsn.
Tpt.
Trb.
DB



Gyger

Context 41 (2016)

76

ekl o el o ekl foatar fealar et o
2 = : I
g £ g 8§ M
/T A s San (s
M s 5 rs I, a
ﬁ < S S, =
Ik YauL Al £
e il o RN} e °
[ ¥R _ :
at L RTINS
A w%‘y L L R 4
( AWl
AN H
] L1
T A el alll
% 1l
. 1aE A AL AR
] o
N I A
m m \r
H JHEI - e o
T. ¢ J__ i
L ey ™. ol
H il L \ \
[ [l
. g - ot ot
= A = [TA [TTpA
i o o o ot Al LN | 1
( i ( il
AR | Ak AN A [ i
e 5
n N
Al g ANl g AL A AL T 0 N
i e 9 (Sfa ‘
A TT9A |
s o5 .0 {l
Lt o \ - . il ¥
uun\/ S AL S LR >uu inql TTA e ofaf
(9 (S/ar o3
AL 7
H . . ]
ol 8l Aﬂ\v \wdf \- ny Rl et
AL 5 AN 5 -Jw/ >,. I
5~ 551
. _ ) 5
KA sl & A MeA
Ior e
ApH A 9 o
Exd
91t a\ o3t
Prisl N
i . SNSRI AR Ii
23
N} N oo N N NE foelen) N =N
¥ % i % f \ nrwv T \ N
2] = =z g & = S < 5
s EE © & = & > a




